Sakura - ornamental flowering cherry - is a tree enveloped
in the tradition and romance of the Japanese culture.

As early as 350AD people of the
Yamato region recognised the Sakura

as a very special tree. The simple
single  white cherry  'Primus
Yamazakura® was the earliest

recorded species of this period. The
first written reference to the Sakura is found in the ancient
8th Century Kojiki, Japan's oldest chronicle. Since the 12th
Century the Sakura developed as a major symbol of
everyday life with cherry viewing parties becoming great
social occasions, Cherry Flower motifs decorating weapons
and armour, and many poems and picture
scrolls created to celebrate the Sakura.

recorded. By the 18th Century this had §
grown to an amazing 220.

During 1867-1912 the Sakura has spread
around the world due to the relentless efforts of the great
plant collectors. This period also saw newer types of
cherries being developed and pink blossoms slowly
becoming popular.

1917 saw the Sakura Association formed and during the
Second World War and the Sakura blossom became an
= emblem of national tragedy. Many
i Sakuras were felled in aid of the war
effort and the Flower Foundation of
Japan now aim to restore the Sakura
" to its former glory.

There are' approximately 600 national collections held
throughout the country in private gardens, estates, by
institutions or nurseries or in botanic gardens.. The
Ornamental Flowering Cherry collection in Telford is one of
these important resources.

Following the generous gift of Ornamental Flowering
Cherries from Maxell Europe in the early 1980s Telford
now has its very own ornamental Flowering Cherry
collection based in Telford Town Park.

Borough of Telford and Wrekin Council wanted to
expand this collection and so started a grand project to
gain rare and unusual flowering cherries. Some of
these cherries will be planted in and around the Town
Park, others on sites around Telford. Developing this
collection will provide a resource of plant material which
is considered of national importance.
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